The Pioneer is presumably the organ of lay opinion on topics such as these, and the public are perhaps only too ready to allow their ideas on this and kindred subjects to be shaped for them by the newspaper to which they resort for their stock of daily information. So that when this information is based on incomplete knowledge an unfortunate perversion of public opinion is apt to be the result. This is doubly lamentable in the present instance, inasmuch as the Pioneer has the reputation of being officially inspired, and it may be that the thinking section of the public will run away with the idea that the views put forward in the editorial to which I shall refer at some length, are representative of the state of scientific knowledge in India. This is the more to be feared as few of those outside the profession who take any thought for this and kindred subjects have any access to papers in which more accurate information is to be had, and the consequence is that a distorted and daugerous view of these questions is the only one available to the general public, and yet an accurate, not to say a somewhat intimate, acquaintance with the real facts is of the utmost importance to the European community in India, more especially with reference to the causation and prevention of typhoid fever, as it is to the public alone we can look for any such cogent expression of opinion as shall result in the adoption of efficient measures for the check of typhoid in India. This argument may, at first sight, seem sound, and it is this very appearance of soundness in the reasoning which makes the editorial in which it occurs an element of danger, inasmuch as the logical outcome of it would be to abandon all attempts at sanitary improvements directed to check the prevaleuce of typhoid fever. It will be my object to draw attention to the dangerous fallacy underlying this argument.
The conclusion arrived at is bolstered up by a reference to the multifarious channels by which the typhoid germ is asserted to gain access to the human body with a somewhat supercilious reference to " scientific ingenuity " veriest chink," we must assume the offensive and endeavour to destroy the enemy before he can enter. How lamentably inadequate our efforts in this direction are we shall presently show.
The article goes on triumphantly to discomfit the sanitarians by an attempted comparison between typhoid and cholera. ?' Improve the water-supply of a cholera-stricken locality, and it has been proved a hundred times pre-eminently, for 
